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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 
x 1 1 . A method of selecting components for installation on a computer, the 
method comprising the acts of: 

receiving a request for the upferade of one or more components; 
determining one or more sysiem conditions regarding the computer; and 
identifying one or more components for installation on the computer 
based upon the request and the system conditions. 
^hV? j\ 2. T^e method of Claim 1, additionally comprising the act of receiving a 
configuration file that is associated with the request for the upgrade, the configuration 
file identifying said one or more components. 

3. The method of Claim 2, additionally including the act of associating an 
expiration time with the donfiguration file. 

4. The method\)f Claim 3, additionally comprising the acts of: 
determining v^jether the expiration time indicates that the configuration 

file has expired; and 

stopping the identification step upon the determination that the 
configuration has expired. 

5. The methOthof^Uahn 2, additionally comprising the act of sending the 
configuration file to a component serverTThe-cotn^onent server performing the 
identifying step. " ^ 

Vrhe method of Claim 2, additionally comprising the act of sending at 
of the contents of the configuration file to a component server, the 




le^st some of 




component server performing the identifying step. 

7. Th&4jiethod of Claim 2, additionally comprising the act: 



receivingVs^cond configuration file having a format different than the 

received configuration fu 

sending the second configuration file to a component server without 

reading with the client computer any^p^rt of the second configuration file 

r — n differing in format from the received configuraubnfile. 
f^<y/ \J/\ 

30 / \ The method of Claim 2, additionally composing stonng the 

configuration file on a configuration server. 



figuratrt^fi] 
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^y^S) y f 9. yhe method of Claim 1, wherein the system conditions include the 
existence of on^)r more computer-readable modules on the computer. 

10. That method of Claim 1, wherein the system conditions include a 
language that is associated with one or more computer-readable modules that reside on 
the computer. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein the system conditions includes the type 
of operating system that is executing on the computer. 

12. The method of Claim 1, additionally comprising the act of identifying 
one or more programs upon receiving the request, the one or more programs being 
associated with at least one of saicl one or more components. 

7 13. A computer system having a configuration sul^ect to change over time, 
tjie system comprising: 

a first computer having one or more system /esources; 
a second computer operably connected to/the first computer, the second 
computer associated with one or more installable components; 

a configuration file that is readable by the first computer, the 
configuration file identifying at least one requested component; 

an upgrade manager executing on the first computer, the upgrade 
manager configured to transmit information about the system resources of the 
first computer to the second computer; qnd 

an upgrade handler executing on the second computer, the upgrade 
handler configured to transmit tne location of one or more installable 
components from the second computer to the first computer based upon the at 
least one requested component and the system resources of the first computer, 

14. \ The computer system of Claim 13, wherein the configuration file is 
formatted for access by the upgrade handler. 

15. T\e computer system of Claim 13, wherein the configuration file has an 
associated expiration time. 

16. The computer system of Claim 13, wherein the upgrade manager 
retrieves the configuration file without parsing contents of the configuration file and 
wherein the upgrade manager transmits the configuration file to the upgrade handler. 
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17. \ The computer system of Claim 13, wherein the upgrade manager parses 
the content of\the of the configuration file and transmits the content to the upgrade 
handler. 

18. Ttife computer system of Claim 13, additionally comprising a network, 
the first computer b^jng in operable communication with the second computer via the 
network. 

<gy 19. A system for installing one or morq[ components on a client computer, 
e system including: 

a network; 

a client computer operably connec^bd to the network, the client computer 
identifying one or more client conditions;/ 

a configuration file identifying at/least one of the components; and 
a component server for receiving the client conditions and the 
configuration file from the client computer, the component server identifying the 
location of one or more components pased upon the components identified by 
the configuration file and the client conditions. 

20. A system for selecting components for installation on a computer, the 
system comprising: 

means for receiving a request for the upgrade of one or more 
components; 

means for determining o£e or more system conditions regarding the 
computer; and 

means for identifying on£ or more components based upon the request 
^ and the system conditions. 
25^u^? ^) /l 1. \ The system of Claim 20, additionally comprising means for receiving a 
configuration rile that is associated with the request for the upgrade, the configuration 
file identifying one or more components to be upgraded. 

22. Th^ystem of Claim 21, additionally including means for associating an 
expiration time withihe configuration file. 
30 23. The sysrem of Claim 22, additionally comprising: 
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means for determining whether the expiration time indicates that the 
configuration file has expired; and 

Leans for stopping the means for identification upon a determination 
that the Configuration file has expired. 

24. Th\ method of Claim 21, additionally comprising means for sending the 
configuration file t& a component server, the component server including the means for 
identifying. 

25. The system of Claim 21, additionally comprising means for sending at 
least some of the contents of the configuration file to a component server, the 
component server including: the means for identifying. 

26. The system tff Claim 21, additionally comprising means for storing the 
configuration file on a configuration server. 

27. The system of Claim 20, wherein the system conditions include the 
existence of one or more computer-readable modules on the computer. 

28. The system of Claim 20, wherein the system conditions include a 
language that is associated with oneVr more computer-readable modules that reside on 
the computer. 

29. The system of Claim 20,Vvherein the system conditions include the type 
of operating system that is executing on the computer. 

30. The system of Claim 20, additionally comprising means for identifying 
one or more program files upon receiving the request, the one or more program files 
being associated with at least one of said one o\ more components. 

31. A configuration file identifying dne or more components for installation 
on a client computer, the configuration file comprising: 

a plurality of component identifiers each of the component identifiers 
identifying at least one of said one or more components; and 

an expiration time identifying a time by which the components must be 
installed in the client computer. 
^y>32. A method of selecting comp^ents for installation on a computer, the 



method comprising the acts of: 

receiving a request for the upgrade of one or more components; and 
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identifying one or more 



components for installation on the computer 
based upon the request and the system conditions of the computer. 

33. \The method of Claim 32, additionally comprising the act of receiving a 
configuration flif that is associated with the request for the upgrade, the configuration 
file identifying saW one or more components. 

34. The njethod of Claim 32, additionally including the act of associating an 
expiration time with tfie configuration file. 

35. The metWs?d of Claim 34, additionally comprising the acts of: 
determining whether the expiration time indicates that the configuration 

10 file has expired; and\ 

stopping the identification step upon the determination that the 
configuration has expiret 

36. The method of Cl^im 33, additionally comprising the act of sending the 
configuration file to a component server, the component server performing the 

15 identifying step. 

37. The method of Claim Y$3, additionally comprising the act of sending at 
least some of the contents of the Configuration file to a component server, the 
component server performing the identifying step. 

A system for selecting components for instaliSig, the system comprising: 
a client computer having a processor,/** computer-readable storage 
medium and data communication subsystem; 

an upgrade manager executing on yfhe client computer, wherein the 
upgrade manager retrieves via the ^ata communication subsystem a 
configuration file identifying one or n&re components, wherein the upgrade 
25 manager stores the configuration file in the computer-readable storage medium, 

and wherein the upgrade manager identifies one or more client conditions that 
are associated with the client Computer, and wherein the upgrade manager 
generates an upgrade requestytnat includes the contents of the configuration file 
and the client conditions. 
30 39. A system for /^electing components for installation, the system 

comprising: 
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a server computer having a processor, a computer-readable storage 

and 



computer-readable storage medium 



^ conditions of a client computer. 
A system for identifying components for installation, the system 



medium, and data communication subsystem 
an upgrade handler residing in the 
and executing on the server computer, the upgrade handler configured to identify 
the location of one or more componei ts upon receiving via the data 
communication subsystem one or more syste^ 
40\ 

qOmpnsing: 

a configuration server having a processor, a computer-readable storage 
medium Vnd data communication subsystem; and 

a configuration file maintained by the configuration server on the 
computer-readable storage medium, the configuration file identifying one or 
more components for installation on a client computer, the configuration file 
comprising: 

a plWality of component identifiers, each of the component 
identifiers identifying at least one of said one or more components; and 
an expiration time identifying a time by which the components 
must be installedVi the client computer, 

wherein the configiiration server transmits the configuration file via the 
data communication subsystem to a client computer upon a user request for the 
configuration file. 
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